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OAK WILT DANGER!
No Pruning of Oaks
February 1 – June 30

Then, only hire trimmers who are licensed and who 
have paint sprayers on their belts.  If you are within 
100 feet of an infected tree, Inject! Inject! Inject!

For help, immediately call Erin Davis, Texas A&M 
Arborist, 830–792–8885 or any Board member.

Sometimes, clichés are true!

Annual Holiday Social:
A Good Time Was Had By All
On Saturday, 14 December, some 60 Whispering 
Oakers (Oakites?) descended upon the beautiful Party 
Rooms at the Adante Senior Living. The Party Rooms 
include a quite-large living room, beautifully decorated 
and with comfy furniture; another room, fairly large 
and well furnished for sitting around the table; and a 
furnished patio. The weather was so fine that several 
partiers took advantage of it.

Under planner par-excellence, Debra Simon, neighbors 
enjoyed not only each other’s company, but surprisingly 
good catered food—surprising because the cost per 
person for the food was only $14. All agreed that the 
venue was ideal for socializing—and we’d love to do it 
again, same place, same food, same folks...and more.
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2019 - 2020 Simon Sez
Neighbors, 

Happy New Year! Always the optimist, I am excited about what 
2020 will bring to our neighborhood. My first three months as 
President have given me a chance to set new goals to meet our 
neighborhood’s needs, particularly building community.

The area that, as an HOA, we need more than anything is the 
growth of our membership. To meet the needs of our voluntary HOA, our membership 
must be close to 60%, or about 450 members. Some of our needs for this year are 
lighting the Whisper Path entrance’s brick marquees and repairing our outer walls at 
Whisper Willow and Whisper Bow. Our entrances’ “brick marquees” also need work 
with some repairs and cleaning.

More pressing, though, is the Oak Wilt problem, a danger that is not going away. This is 
not just some particular residents’ problem, but the danger that affects all of us. (See the 
accompanying warning block, p. 1.) This is a situation that requires the cooperation of 
everyone. To help that along, besides asking everyone to join the HOA (at only $125 a 
year, it’s a bargain), your volunteer Board is reinstituting and extending the Committee 
structure of past years. These Committees will enable us to deal with the many facets of 
Whispering Oaks life. These committees will enable us as a Board and you as members 
to contribute your talents to everyone’s welfare. More about this in the next issue.

But it’s not all work! Whispering Oaks is a fun place to live. And we want to reflect that 
in our Board-sponsored periodic social activities. One recent example is December’s 
Holiday Social held in the Adante’s party rooms, which proved an excellent venue. (See 
the photos and the story in this issue.) Watch for the April-May edition of The Whispers 
for information about a Fiesta party.

Many folks created a festive atmosphere with their wonderful holiday decorative 
lighting. I personally think that the most festive street of all was Whispering Wind. For 
a solid second place, I select Whisper Spring. Kudos to those folks! (Again, see some 
photos in this issue.)

To keep us better in touch, make contact with the Board easier, and make paying dues 
easier, we are revamping completely our Website. Before, it was well managed by our 
publisher, but now will be independent. It should be completely in place within a 
month. We’ll let you know!

Part of “keeping in touch” is this newsletter. In addition to including more information 
about our neighborhood, your Board has decided to continue publishing The Whispers 
with four pages of color. We encourage anyone who wishes to offer contributions of 
story ideas. Keep us informed!

Finally, many folks have requested a Town Meeting where all complaints, ideas, and 
compliments can be registered and then openly discussed. Again, stay tuned, for we 
shall give you plenty of notice. It’s all part of our effort in Whispering Oaks to enhance 
community!

Best Regards,
Simon Esparza
President

“I do the very best I can to look upon life with optimism and hope, always looking 
forward to a better day.”  – Rosa Parks
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TxDOT on the Wurzbach 
Parkway Project

Based on public input and traffic modeling, TxDOT is 
proposing Modified At-Grade Improvements.

 � The Modified At-Grade Improvements will improve 
traffic flow:
• Add one thru lane in each direction on Wurzbach 

Parkway between Lockhill-Selma Rd and NW Military 
Hwy

• Add dual left turn lanes on all approaches at Wurzbach 
Parkway and NW Military Hwy extending three right-
turn lanes and incorporating an improved signal 
operation

• Add dual right turn lanes on Wurzbach Parkway’s 
westbound approach to NW Military Hwy

• Added eastbound thru lane starts at Whisper Valley 
and added westbound thru lane ends at Elm Creek Rd 
past Lockhill-Selma Rd

 � The Modified At-Grade Improvements will also: 
• Minimize impacts to trees
• Minimize impact to access to surrounding communities
• Minimize construction noise and dust

 � No underpass; all movements at-grade

 � Adds lanes on Wurzbach Parkway

 � Adds dual left turn configuration on all approaches

 � Extends three right turn lanes

 � Adds dual right turn lanes on Wurzbach Parkway and 
NW Military Hwy

 � Improved signal operation

 � Adds lanes on Wurzbach Parkway

 � Added westbound thru lane ends at Elm Creek Road

 � Added eastbound thru lane starts at Whisper Valley

Project extends from Elm Creek Rd./Whisper Bow to 1500 
feet east of NW Military.

Info from 
Councilman Courage
Strange Poles: You may have noticed strange 
poles popping up around town. Instead of massive cell 
towers, smaller “nodes” will be installed throughout 
the city in the City Right of Way, either on existing 
infrastructure or using their poles. The placement of these 
nodes and poles is mandated by 2017 Texas State Senate 
Bill 1004.

Tax Exemption: The Homestead Tax Exemption, 
sponsored by John Courage and Clayton Perry, passed 
in July, relieving homeowners of $5,000 off the assessed 
value. The City continues to offer a 65-and-over 
exemption of $65,000, totally $70,000.  There is also a 
disability exemption of $12,500. If you already have an 
exemption, the $5,000 will be added automatically.

Land Bridge: The Hardberger Park Land Bridge should 
be completed by July.

Wurzbach/Military: This project is slated to begin in the 
fall and terminate in the spring of 2022.

Mary Jane Bell
861-9587 (mobile)

829-2520 (o�ce)
mjbell@phyllisbrowning.com

www.phyllisbrowning.com

Successfully
selling homes

in San Antonio 
and your 

neighborhood 
since 1983.

Call me for professional,
expert & �iendly service.
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Bundle up
for savings

26
14

64

David Pfau Insurance
210-257-0117
2211 NW Military Hwy.
Castle Hills
davidpfau@allstate.com

When you choose Allstate to protect what 
matters most, you get expert agents who will 
make it easy for you to save. Like with bundling 
your insurance. It’s the simplest way for you to 
save time and money, while getting protection 
for the things that matter most. Stop by or call 
today and let’s get you bundled up.

Subject to terms, conditions & availability. Savings vary. Allstate Vehicle and Property 
Insurance Co., Allstate Fire and Casualty Insurance Co. © 2018 Allstate Insurance Co.

Call or stop by to see 
how much you can save.

How D’Yu Say 
That?

Note: As a small service to the 
community, each issue of The Whispers 
(space available) will offer suggestions for the improvement 
of the English language. Common errors will be pointed 
out and corrected, for your information.

“in regards to”
Only if you are saying “hello” to someone do you use 
“regards to.” The correct form is “in regard to”: “In regard 
to your order, the size 10 will be ready on Tuesday.” There 
is also the lesser-used form “as regards”: “As regards your 
order...”

Beginning a sentence with “me”
...as in “Me and my husband are going home.” Uh uh. 
No sentence can ever begin with “me.” If one would not 
say “Me is going home,” there is no reason to say “Me 
and my husband.” It’s “My husband and I.” This problem 
developed because everyone knows, or senses, that 
one should not put oneself before another, so “me” is a 
deflection from that. It is, however, always wrong.

Important Local Contact 
Information

District 9 Field Office 
16500 San Pedro Ave., Suite #290
San Antonio, TX 78232
Phone: 210-207-0955
Emails: colt.osburn@sanantonio.gov, bryan.naylor@
sanantonio.gov, milee.ray@sanantonio.gov

TxDOT San Antonio District
Main Phone Line: 210-615-1110
Public Relations: 210-615-5839

SAPD Non-Emergency
210–207–7273(SAPD)

SAFFE Officer Steven Beilstein #84
Phone: Desk – 210-207-5802
Email: Doyle.Beilstein@sanantonio.gov

Bexar County Sheriff’s Dept.
Score Unit (similar to SAFFE) – SCORE@Bexar.org
Phone: 210-335-6010

Bexar County Constable Precinct 3 – Mark Vojvodich
Phone: 210-335-4750
Email: contactus@bexarpolice.org

311 – Dial 311, download the app, or go to
www.sanantonio.gov/311
Pot holes, graffiti, traffic signal timing, restaurant food 
safety, construction permits, missed garbage pickup, median 
mowing, stray dogs, street lights, water leaks, junk vehicles, 
traffic issue investigation, drainage/flooding, and more.

Helpful Links
• https://www.bexar.org/1568/Elections-Department

Bexar County Elections department
• https://www.bexar.org/1357/Dispute-Resolution-Center

Free mediation services before it reaches the level of 
requiring lawyers

• http://www.texashighwayman.com/
comprehensive info about state maintained roads in San 
Antonio

• https://www.txdot.gov/contact-us/form.html?id=
online complaint form for reporting issues to TXDOT

• http://txdotsanantonio.blogspot.com/
updates on TXDOT projects

• http://txdotsanantonio.blogspot.com/
track TXDOT projects

• https://www.sanantonio.gov/2017Bond
bond tracking page

mailto:colt.osburn%40sanantonio.gov?subject=
mailto:bryan.naylor%40sanantonio.gov?subject=
mailto:bryan.naylor%40sanantonio.gov?subject=
mailto:milee.ray%40sanantonio.gov?subject=
mailto:Doyle.Beilstein%40sanantonio.gov?subject=
mailto:SCORE%40Bexar.org?subject=
mailto:contactus%40bexarpolice.org?subject=
http://www.sanantonio.gov/311
https://www.bexar.org/1568/Elections-Department
https://www.bexar.org/1357/Dispute-Resolution-Center
http://www.texashighwayman.com/
https://www.txdot.gov/contact-us/form.html?id=
http://txdotsanantonio.blogspot.com/
http://txdotsanantonio.blogspot.com/
https://www.sanantonio.gov/2017Bond
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Real Estate Report
Jan 2019 – Jan 2020

Prepared by Jean Marie Ruffini
Resident Realtor®

   Sales Price Per Sq. Foot
Total Sales 27
Highest Price $392,500 $157
Lowest Price $184,900 $101
Median Price $290,000 $130
Average DOM 70

Currently Active 3
Highest Price $315,000 $145
Lowest Price $268,300 $100
Median Price $309,900 $113

Pending Sales 2
Median Price $263,500 $119

San Antonio and the surrounding area remain competitive for 
home buyers and sellers as we move into the New Year.  November 
reported over 10,000 active listings on the market, with over 
3,000 new listings added to the market in November,” said Grant 
Lopez, SABOR’s 2019 Chairman of the Board.  “This means there 
is a variety of options for those interested in buying and selling, 
so consult a REALTOR® to discuss your options.”  ~San Antonio 
Express News

Don’t Pour Grease
Down the Drain!

All those greasy foods you cook can clog up your drain in a hurry. 
SAWS reminds us that when you dump grease down the drain, 
at least part of it can harden and stick to the sides of your pipes. 
Over time, the pipes clog, causing a nasty (and costly) sewage 
backup in your home.

Grease is more than cooking oil and melted butter. It’s also in 
dairy products like milk and ice cream. That goop you pour out 
of canned goods when you open them is full of grease. Peanut 
butter, fried foods, salad dressing, lard and shortening for baking, 
and even cake frosting contain grease.

So how should you dispose of grease? In the garbage can. Solids 
can be scraped right into a lined trash bin. Pour liquids into a 
resealable container like a jar and put it in the trash, too. Wipe 
any remaining grease from pots and pans with a paper towel and 
dispose of the towel before washing the pans.

SAWS does routine maintenance on sewer lines citywide to keep 
things flowing. By following these tips, you can help prevent 
expensive sewage spills.
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Oak Wilt—Part 3 of 3

FAQs from Texas A&M 
AgriLife Extension

Firewood
Can I burn oak wilt-infected wood?
Yes. The fungus that causes oak wilt is a living organism and 
burning will kill it. Plus there is no danger of spreading the disease 
through burning or smoke.

Can I spread oak wilt by moving infected wood?
Possibly. The fungus that causes oak wilt cannot survive temperatures 
above 95°F nor moisture content below 20%. Thoroughly dried, 
seasoned wood poses no risk to spreading. Green, infected red oak 
wood poses a risk as fungal mats can form on logs and become a 
source of fungal spores. These spores are picked up by sap-feeding 
beetles that could infect healthy oak trees in the immediate area. 
Never move or store infected and unseasoned red oak wood. Only 
move, purchase and store thoroughly dried firewood and cover 
with clear plastic to heat and dry the wood and to keep insects 
from escaping. Thoroughly dried wood will have loose bark, cracks 
in the wood, and will be lighter in weight than green firewood.

Can I use infected wood as mulch?
Yes. Chipping the wood will facilitate heating and drying. The 
fungus cannot survive these conditions.

Planting
Can I plant oaks back into an oak wilt area?
Yes with precautions. It is recommended to wait a few years before 
reintroducing oaks, as there is potential for roots to graft with 
existing root systems, creating a pathway for infection. Non-oak 
species can be planted at any time.

I’ve heard some oaks don’t get oak wilt. Is this true?
No. All oaks are susceptible to oak wilt; however, some species 
are more tolerant of the disease than others. Red oaks (blackjack, 
Shumard, Texas red, water) are extremely susceptible to the disease 
and will die if infected. White oaks (bur, chinquapin, Lacey, Mexican 
white, post, white shin) are more tolerant of the disease; however, 
they can become infected and suffer canopy loss, but rarely die from 
the disease in most, but not all circumstances. Live oaks (live, Texas 
live) are intermediate in susceptibility, with approximately 20% of 
infected trees surviving the disease in various states of decline.

What trees do you recommend for my area, when should I plant, 
and where can I purchase them at a reasonable price?
Texas is a very large state with 12 distinctive eco-regions that 
support a variety of trees. Trees adapted to some parts of the state 
may not grow in others. View our Recommended Trees and check 
out the Texas Tree Selector for help with choosing appropriate trees 
for your property. In Texas, fall is the most appropriate time to plant 
trees. This gives trees a chance to establish in the landscape before 
the heat of summer. Texas celebrates its Arbor Day the first Friday 
in November. Texas A&M Forest Service (TFS) offers seedlings 
through the Central Texas Restoration and Recovery Program. 

Seedlings are grown from seed collected throughout central Texas 
and are available through the Texas A&M Forest Service – West 
Texas Nursery.

Community Assistance
Are there any federal or state laws concerning oak wilt? Where 
can I find examples of community oak wilt ordinances?
No. Some municipalities, homeowner associations, and property 
owner associations have ordinances concerning oak wilt. These 
ordinances vary from community to community.

My neighbors are pruning their oaks at the wrong time of 
year and are not painting the cuts. Can someone from TFS 
come out and tell them to stop?
No. TFS is not a regulatory agency. If your community has an 
ordinance concerning oak wilt, you can follow the protocols 
stated in that ordinance. If not, informational and educational 
resources are located on the Community Tools tab of this site.

I’m thinking about buying/have a contract on a piece of 
property that I think might have oak wilt. Can you come and 
inspect the property for oak wilt before I buy?
No. Texas A&M Forest Service personnel can only come onto a 
property at the request of the owner. There are private vendors 
that do offer this service.

I’m thinking about selling my property/house – am I required 
to disclose oak wilt?
Yes. If you know oak wilt is present on the property and you 
fail to disclose that information, you could be in violation of the 
Deceptive Trade Practices-Consumer Protection Act.

Oak wilt is in my neighborhood, what can we do?
Inform, educate, and monitor! Form a committee or task force to 
inform the community of the problem, educate the community 
about oak wilt management, and monitor the disease progression 
in the community.

Besides technical assistance, what other resources are 
available to property owners who have oak wilt?
Limited cost shares are available (through TFS) to reimburse a 
percentage of approved treatment costs. Ask your TFS Forester 
for more details.

https://texasoakwilt.org/faqs/

CALL TODAY!  210.826.9868CALL TODAY!  210.826.9868

20% Discount

(Up to $200)20% Discount

(Up to $200) AGRI
TREE EXPERTS

www.AGRITreeExperts.com

No Oak Wilt

Tree Trimming • Tree Removal

Ball Moss Removal  • Stump Removal
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News that’s
close to home.

Discounts • Multiple AD Sizes
Ask about other newsletters in your area

210-558-3160 sales@neighborhoodnews.com

ADVERTISE HERE

Yard of the MonthYard of the Month

Lights On!
Research shows that the absence of lights 
attracts burglars. So for safety’s sake, at night 
let’s make sure that we have least one light on 
outside the house and, when out, at least one 
light on inside. Make WO safe again!

From Down Under...
Greetings from Fred Previc and Nancy Amodei

We have heard from many of 
our friends and neighbors in 
Whispering Oaks about the 
bushfires here in Australia, 
where we are residing for two 
years. We thank everyone for 
their thoughts and want all our 
neighbors to know we are okay 
in Sydney, except for the air that 
gets very hazardous from time 
to time. But the drought and 
fires have devastated many rural 
communities and destroyed 
almost 30 million acres (about 6% of Australia’s combined 
arable land and forests) and killed upwards of one billion 
animals, including many such as the koala that were already 
suffering. 

The response of Australians and the world has been 
amazing; if you would like to help out, there are many 
agencies responding directly to the bushfire crisis, including 
the Australian Red Cross: redcross.org.au.

Note: Fred was a WOHA Board member for many years.

Some Folks Really Lit It Up for the Holidays!
Nancy Amodei and Fred Previc 
enjoying Australia before the 

fires began.

January Yard of the Month:
The Duvalls – 11507 Whisper Breeze
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WO Garden Club Report

Lots of Activities for the Garden Club
Garden Club members are looking forward to some interesting 
and entertaining upcoming events. On March 19 we will 
participate in the Quad-Club Luncheon and Style Show at 
Sonterra Country Club.  Chico’s will provide the fashions, which 
will be modeled by members from the four clubs—namely, 
Point Bluff Women’s Social Club, Hunter’s Creek Garden Club, 
Shavano Park Garden Club, and yours truly, WOGC.  

Other activities include co-hosting a morning coffee at the First 
Wednesday Meeting of the San Antonio Garden Center in April, 
a field trip to Rainbow Gardens on Bandera Road to prepare for 
spring planting, and continued service to our charity project 
beneficiary Sarah Roberts French Home at Woodlawn Lake.  

Email Becky Smock for WOGC membership information at 
hoosierlake@sbcglobal.net.

Congratulations to these honorees for Yard of the Month:  
Zabransky Family at 11602 Whisper Valley in December and 
Duvall Family at 11507 Whisper Breeze in January.

Garden Club elves Caroline Wernli, Diane Crawford, Leti Brown, 
and Ann Parsons present holiday gifts and decorations to Activity 
Director Terri Richardson (middle) at the Sarah Roberts French 

Home in December.

mailto:hoosierlake%40sbcglobal.net?subject=

