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WOHA VP Peter Lund going over the new 
“Training Manual” for Board Members at the first 

Board meeting of the new fiscal year, held Saturday, 
October 3, at the Swim Club.

Councilman John Courage’s
Statement on Hate 

Materials
Editor’s note: Recently, hate-filled, anti-Semitic and anti-Black 
leaflets were clandestinely delivered to a large number of homes 
within District 9. Although none were distributed in Whispering 
Oaks, we believe that Councilman Courage’s words on the incident 
are important to our neighbors. Here are his words:

I stand with residents of District 9 and other community 
leaders who have expressed concern, disappointment, 
and indeed some outrage at the hate-filled materials 
distributed across communities in the North Side recently.

We pride ourselves as being a city of diversity, compassion, 
and tolerance. The divisive and hateful messages from the 
group that spread this propaganda should be repudiated 
and shunned by our community. They may have a 
Constitutional right to say what they did, but we have a 
higher moral power to reject their message.

Left-turn lane at Lockhill and Whispering Wind

It’s Done!!

Thanks to your HOA and Councilman John Courage, we finally 
got our left-turn lane from Lockhill-Selma into Whispering 
Wind. There’s been a crying need for this for some time, and, 
despite the budgetary limitation due to COVID-19, the powers-
that-be came through.

Happy HolidaysHappy Holidays
To All Our Neighbors...To All Our Neighbors...

No matter what you believe in:
Diwali

Christmas
Kwanzaa

Hanukkah
Chinese New Year
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

2020 - 2021 Simon Sez
This past year, my messages have spoken about community—
doing more neighborly activities and keeping our neighborhood 
beautiful (and its values up!). Most of all, I have spoken about more 
participation through joining our HOA. I’m happy to say we have 
had an increase in our membership of about 29% over last year, 
with close to 300 members* out of 751 households. It’s still short 
of our goal of a 400-plus membership, but still demonstrates decent 
growth. Though our membership drive is now wrapping up for our new fiscal year, you can still 
go to our website (whisperingoaks.org) to join or to contribute to our Capital Campaign fund 
and our Oak Wilt fund—as many of you do, 

There has been a good amount of activity in our neighborhood with the brand-new turn 
lane at Lockhill-Selma and Whispering Wind now complete. The repaving of the “slurry” at 
Whispering Wind, Whisper Path, and Whisper View and more of our streets is soon to come. 
New Citizen-on-Patrol, or COP, neighborhood watch signs are to be put up by year’s end at 
our main entrances. Lights at the entrance of Whisper Path will be finished soon, possibly even 
by your reading of this newsletter, and Whisper Willow comes next. Another goal for the HOA 
is, by spring, to update our landscaping at all the entrances on both sides of our neighborhood. 
As well, the sign marquees at the Tennis Club (west side) and the Swim Club (east side) are 
to be repaired. 

Our biggest concern, Oak Wilt, will continue to be addressed. Traffic congestion and speeding 
concerns at the Wurzbach and Lockhill-Selma intersection will continue to be worked on 
through upcoming meetings with the City of San Antonio. With the hope that Covid-19 will 
clear up, we plan to have mores successful events, such as our shredding day and “dump your 
old stuff ” day. 

Now, let’s all work at keeping our neighborhood beautiful, home by home. We ask that with 
the fall leaves dropping, we all make the effort to collect our leaves and not just blow them in 
the street (which is against City regulations anyway). Let’s keep our lawns and landscaping 
nice and clean. Let’s put our trashcans in our back yards or garages (they are not to be visible 
from the street), blow our leaves off the rooftops, and park our cars properly, not making it 
difficult for our neighbors to exit their driveways. The outside of our homes is not a storage 
unit and keeping our exteriors clean and presentable. These little housekeeping efforts will 
keep our neighborhood looking beautiful. 

Again I thank and applaud our all-volunteer HOA Board for all the work above and beyond 
their busy, everyday lives. These efforts make a big difference for our neighborhood. We of the 
HOA Board of Directors thank you, our neighbors, for your membership, your donations, and 
your continuing support and efforts to keep our neighborhood one of the most admired in 
San Antonio.  

Have a wonderful, safe holiday season and Happy New Year!!

Simon Esparza
President

“If you have a garden and a library, you have everything you need.”
—Marcus Tullius Cicero

* After the press deadline, 15 November, this figure may have been exceeded. We hope so!

http://www.whisperingoaks.org
http://whisperingoaks.org
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Membership is up

Congratulations to Us!
People are noticing the good work that your all-volunteer 
Board of Directors is accomplishing. As of the press deadline, 
membership was up from last year at least 20%. It now stands 
at 280 and counting. 

However, that represents only 37% of the total homes in 
Whispering Oaks. So if you’ve not joined yet—it’s only $125 
a year or $10.42 a month, which can be paid in automatic 
installments at the website.

Here’s some of what your dues support: lighting of the five 
entranceways, insurance, landscaping and maintenance of the 
common areas, maintenance of the perimeter wall sections 
that are common to the neighborhood, irrigation, mailing 
costs, y más.

Thank You, Thank You, 
Neighbors...

for demonstrating courtesy during the election season. 
Although there were, unfortunately, a few signs that 
went beyond the bounds of the polite, eventually all did 
the right thing.

And thank you for obeying the state law that requires all 
signs to be taken down within 10 days of the election.

Looks Like We’re in
Hot Water!

Great news from the Whispering Oaks Swim & Tennis 
Club Board! In conjunction with San Antonio Streamline 
Aquatics (SASA), the Board has entered into an 
agreement to install a pool heater and rent the pool. This 
team began renting lanes at our neighborhood pool during 
the summer. The heater will maintain water temperature 
between 78 and 82 degrees regardless of the outside 
temperature, thus allowing the water to be swimmable 
during the colder months.

WOSTC members will continue to have ample space to 
enjoy the facilities as, now, swim season will be year-round 
and the swim team will have a safe place to practice during 
the times when our pool is not heavily used. Meanwhile, 
the WOSTC Board ensures that its members have priority 
over the SASA in lane use. 

This agreement will bring much-needed funds for the Club 
to make renovations and upgrades that have been needed 
for some time. Our neighborhood will continue to have 
its own summer Swim Team and the Board hopes that the 
appeal of a heated pool will encourage more neighbors to 
become members.

Note: As of press time, it was not clear when the heater 
would be installed.

20% Discount

(Up to $200)20% Discount

(Up to $200) AGRI
TREE EXPERTS

www.AGRITreeExperts.com

No Oak Wilt

Tree Trimming • Tree Removal

Ball Moss Removal  • Stump Removal

CALL TODAY!   210.842.6144CALL TODAY!   210.842.6144

B&T Glass & Mirror 

TOMMY MOON 
BRIAN MOON 656-8507 

DOUBLE PANE WINDOWS • MIRRORED WALLS
REPLACEMENT GLASS • SHOWER ENCLOSURES

GLASS TABLE TOPS

Free Estimates

http://www.whisperingoaks.org
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Updated Community Directory

It’s in the Works
Every few years, WOHA publishes a community directory 
that includes contact information for all 751 residences. For 
many decades now, the popular booklet has made it easier for 
neighbors to connect.

For this edition, every residence will receive a letter verifying the 
information WOHA has on file. Those letters will arrive in late 
November and residents will have approximately 10 days before 
the publication goes to press to respond with any requests.

Residents can revise outdated information and also request that 
email and phone numbers be suppressed from publication. “I 
understand the desire for privacy,” says Simon Esparza, WOHA 
President, “but if a neighbor needs to let you know your house 
is on fire while you’re at work, you’ll be glad he or she was able 
to find your cell phone number in the directory—and quickly!”

The directory will be made available before the end of the year—
but only to Whispering Oaks residents. It is not distributed to 
third parties such as businesses. This edition will be available 
only in printed form, with no plans to make it accessible via the 
WOHA website, at least at this time.

‘Tis the Season...
to Cut Tree-es

Now is a good time to do it—and it follows the 
guidelines. Just, please, make sure that the cuts of 
all Oak Trees are painted within 30 minutes. This 
is for the sake of your trees and those of all of your 
neighbors. After all, Oak Wilt fungus is a major 
concern!

Trees AGAIN??
(Why can’t you just “leave”

us alone?)
Two ideas that may well be helpful to you, as a 
homeowner...so you won’t be up a tree.

1. Tree/Brush Removal
It’s schedule for the first or second week of January 
(TBA), so this is an excellent time—and a safe 
one—to trim trees, because it’s cooler or even cold 
(brrrr!), the infamous Sap Beetle (Nitidulid Beetle) 
is relatively inactive. And, because the City will do the 
hauling, tree trimmers shouldn’t charge as much. 

Note, too, that it’s illegal (illegal!) to have trees 
overhanging the street less than 14.5 feet off the 
paving. Did you know that it wreaks havoc with 
any number of trucks, including trash collectors?—
which is why the City cares. Let’s put our tax dollars 
to work productively. Some WOHA volunteers will 
be notifying residents who are not in conformity with 
the law. So let’s get on it, folks!

2. Leaf Piles Are NOT Allowed in the Street
It’s illegal to blow or pile leaves into the street. 
There’s a darned good reason: It violates the SAWS 
Watershed Program, which is real bad for the Aquifer! 
Here’s what you can do:

1. Pile them-thar leaves in the organics barrel.

2. Rake them into those large brown paper bags 
available at home stores and supermarkets.

3. Best of all, let ‘em mulch in your yard. That way, 
you save money on mulching material, too.

Mary Jane Bell
861-9587 (mobile)

829-2520 (o�ce)
mjbell@phyllisbrowning.com

www.phyllisbrowning.com

Successfully
selling homes

in San Antonio 
and your 

neighborhood 
since 1983.

Call me for professional,
expert & �iendly service.

http://www.whisperingoaks.org
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Sage Advice from CPS...
And It Could Save Your Life!

Gas Leaks: Recognize, React, Report

1. RECOGNIZE the Signs of a Gas Leak.

Smell – A distinctive, sulfur-like odor. Not all gas is odorized, so 
do not rely on your nose alone to detect a leak.

Sight – Continuous bubbling in water outdoors, dirt spraying or 
blowing into the air, or dead/dying vegetation in an otherwise 
moist area. Gas pipelines exposed by earthquakes, fires, or floods 
may also be a source of leaks.

Sound – Hissing, roaring, or whistling noises coming from the 
ground or gas equipment.

2. REACT Immediately If You Suspect a Leak.
Assume there’s a danger. Warn others and leave the area quickly. 
Because they can ignite natural gas, do NOT light a match or 
use electrical appliances, including light switches, garage door 
openers, doorbells, radios, TVs, or any phone.

3. REPORT the Leak to 911 and CPS Energy.
From a safe location, call CPS Energy’s gas emergency number at 
210-353-HELP (4357) and dial 911. Do NOT assume someone 
else will report the leak. Stay far away from the leak area until our 
personnel say it is safe to return.

Carbon Monoxide (CO)
Cannot Be Seen or Smelled

CO is produced by exhaust from improperly maintained or in-
correctly vented natural gas-fueled appliances. Exposure symp-
toms include sever headache or nausea, fatigue, dizziness, or feel-
ing faint. If you or someone in your home has these symptoms,

1. Get out of your home immediately.
2. Call the Fire Department at 911.
3. Call CPS Energy at 210–353–HELP (4357)

It’s My House...
So I Can Do What I Want

with It!
Not so! When each of us bought our home here in Whispering 
Oaks, we were handed a set of Covenants established by the 
original builder back in 1975. Because buying a house here is a 
form of signing a contract, those Covenants are tantamount to 
law—which is not to mention City Codes.

Not only that, but, since 2005, Whispering Oaks has been 
designated by the City as a Neighborhood Conservation 
District. That means that there are only so many changes that 
can be made to your house’s exterior. Truth is, you can do 
what you want inside the house. But the outside has to pass 
muster, according to City Codes, the Covenants, and the 
NCD guidelines.

So what do you do if you want to redo a part of your house’s 
exterior? Simple: Contact WOHA—the website or any Board 
member (they’re listed on page 2). Someone will be happy to 
help you...and do it in a timely manner!

If you don’t have a copy of the Covenants, you can find them 
on the WOHA website: whisperingoaks.org.

We perform heating and air conditioning service,
maintenance and replacement.

$99
Heating Season

Tune-Up

“Our family wants to take care of your family.”

210-399-3978
www.RosenbergAir.com

License #TACLA22493CLicense #TACLA22493C

http://www.whisperingoaks.org
http://whisperingoaks.org
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Got an Idea for an Article?
Is it a topic that would be of interest to the neighborhood? Is it a 
something special about one of our neighbors? Let your editor 
know! rpressman@satx.rr.com

More WO Ingeniousness

Halloween in the Neighborhood

Bundle up
for savings

26
14

64

David Pfau Insurance
210-257-0117
2211 NW Military Hwy.
Castle Hills
davidpfau@allstate.com

When you choose Allstate to protect what 
matters most, you get expert agents who will 
make it easy for you to save. Like with bundling 
your insurance. It’s the simplest way for you to 
save time and money, while getting protection 
for the things that matter most. Stop by or call 
today and let’s get you bundled up.

Subject to terms, conditions & availability. Savings vary. Allstate Vehicle and Property 
Insurance Co., Allstate Fire and Casualty Insurance Co. © 2018 Allstate Insurance Co.

Call or stop by to see 
how much you can save.

http://www.whisperingoaks.org
mailto:rpressman%40satx.rr.com?subject=
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Important Local Contact 
Information

District 9 Field Office 
16500 San Pedro Ave., Suite #290
San Antonio, TX 78232
Phone: 210-207-0955
Emails: colt.osburn@sanantonio.gov, bryan.naylor@sanantonio.
gov, milee.ray@sanantonio.gov

TxDOT San Antonio District
Main Phone Line: 210-615-1110
Public Relations: 210-615-5839

SAPD Non-Emergency
210–207–7273(SAPD)

SAFFE Officer Steven Beilstein #84
Phone: Desk – 210-207-7425
Email: Doyle.Beilstein@sanantonio.gov

Bexar County Sheriff ’s Dept.
Score Unit (similar to SAFFE) – SCORE@Bexar.org
Phone: 210-335-6010

Bexar County Constable Precinct 3 – Mark Vojvodich
Phone: 210-335-4750
Email: contactus@bexarpolice.org

311 – Dial 311, download the app, or go to
www.sanantonio.gov/311
Pot holes, graffiti, traffic signal timing, restaurant food safety, 
construction permits, missed garbage pickup, median mowing, 
stray dogs, street lights, water leaks, junk vehicles, traffic issue 
investigation, drainage/flooding, and more.

Helpful Links
• https://www.bexar.org/1568/Elections-Department

Bexar County Elections department
• https://www.bexar.org/1357/Dispute-Resolution-Center

Free mediation services before it reaches the level of requiring 
lawyers

• http://www.texashighwayman.com/
comprehensive info about state maintained roads in San 
Antonio

• https://www.txdot.gov/contact-us/form.html?id=
online complaint form for reporting issues to TXDOT

• http://txdotsanantonio.blogspot.com/
updates on TXDOT projects

• http://txdotsanantonio.blogspot.com/
track TXDOT projects

• https://www.sanantonio.gov/2017Bond
bond tracking page

Code & 
Covenant 
Corner

Reminders of Municipal 
Code and Whispering Oaks 
Covenant requirements 
that apply to every property 
regardless of WOHA 
membership status.

Low tree branches over the street 
are a Homeowner’s responsibility.

The beautiful Oaks in Whispering Oaks require periodic 
trimming because their heavy branches will droop as they 
grow. When they hang below 14.5 feet above a roadway, 
large trucks and buses will strike them creating open 
wounds vulnerable to Oak Wilt. Homeowners should be 
aware that they are responsible for all branches extending 
from a tree on their property, including those that hang 
above and obstruct the street.

City crews routinely flag low branches that pose a hazard. 
The Homeowner will receive a notice that typically 
provides 30 days to bring the tree into compliance. If that 
deadline isn’t met, the City may hire its own contractor to 
trim the tree and invoice the homeowner for the cost.

This winter, WOHA volunteers will review every street 
to mark offending tree branches with a spot of paint and 
leave a note encouraging the Homeowner to trim their 
branch before the City cites it as a code violation. We hope 
this proactive approach will give residents time either to 
handle the project themselves or to contract a certified 
tree-trimming firm. Residents will be encouraged to ensure 
every cut is sealed with paint within 30 minutes of each cut, 
even though cooler weather reduces the risk of Oak Wilt 
infection.

For helpful articles and links, visit whisperingoaks.org.

Happy HolidaysHappy Holidays
To All Our Neighbors...To All Our Neighbors...

No matter what you believe in:
Diwali

Christmas
Kwanzaa

Hanukkah
Chinese New Year

http://www.whisperingoaks.org
mailto:colt.osburn%40sanantonio.gov?subject=
mailto:bryan.naylor%40sanantonio.gov?subject=
mailto:bryan.naylor%40sanantonio.gov?subject=
mailto:milee.ray%40sanantonio.gov?subject=
mailto:Doyle.Beilstein%40sanantonio.gov?subject=
mailto:SCORE%40Bexar.org?subject=
mailto:contactus%40bexarpolice.org?subject=
http://www.sanantonio.gov/311
https://www.bexar.org/1568/Elections-Department
https://www.bexar.org/1357/Dispute-Resolution-Center
http://www.texashighwayman.com/
https://www.txdot.gov/contact-us/form.html?id=
http://txdotsanantonio.blogspot.com/
http://txdotsanantonio.blogspot.com/
https://www.sanantonio.gov/2017Bond
http://whisperingoaks.org
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Yards of the MonthYards of the Month

Yard of the Month for October:
Tim and Karen Little
10914 Whisper Ridge

Yard of the Month for November:
Robert and Martha Rodríguez

11318 Whisper Dawn

@  Whispering Oaks
Homeowners Association SA

Like us for great neighborhood
information and updates. 

We are on Facebook!

From the Garden Club

Bloom Where You Are Planted
The Garden Club held a meeting on a beautiful, cool October 
morning at the Whispering Oaks poolside park. Thanks to Brent 
Eilers, President of the Swim and Tennis Club, for giving us 
access to the pavilion. Eleven members attended, all following 
the Covid-19 protocol of wearing masks and socially distancing.

The last time Club members met in person was back in February. 
Since then, new officers were nominated and elected via e-mail 
and telephone.  

President Pamela Harrison-Martinez announced that the new 
Dr. Caroline Wernli Elementary School in the Northside District 
opened recently at 1881 Arcadia Path, near Potranco Road. 
Caroline and Ron Wernli are former Whispering Oaks residents, 
with Caroline still maintaining her longtime WO Garden Club 
membership. In her honor, the Garden Club will donate a tree 
and plaque for the school grounds.  

The Sarah Roberts French Home, our designated charity, is not 
accepting any donated items during the pandemic. Therefore we 
sent a cash donation to be used for the residents. 

The Club has sent WOHA a cash donation to help repair the two 
WO marquees, which are aging. It’s only right, for the Garden 
Club uses both marquees to announce the Yard of the Month 
honorees. The yard of Tim and Karen Little, on Whisper Ridge, 
was chosen for October and the yard of Robert and Martha 
Rodriguez, on Whisper Dawn, was the November honoree. (See 
the accompanying photos.)

Although the San Antonio Garden Center has canceled events 
until further notice, the San Antonio Botanical Garden is open 
for outdoor tours and activities. Call 210–829–5360 for more 
information.

“To plant a garden is to believe in tomorrow.”
– Audrey Hepburn

http://www.whisperingoaks.org
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I Don’t Wanna Join WOHA
‘Cause I Don’t Wanna

Have Rules
We have sad news for you: It isn’t gonna do you any good. 
If you choose not to pay the Bexar County taxes, would that 
exempt you from the laws of the County and the City? We 
don’t think so!

In the same way, by moving into Whispering Oaks, you 
automatically have to follow the City Codes and the 
Whispering Oaks covenants. It’s both State and City law.

Are there rules you think should be changed? Fine! Become 
a member of the Homeowner’s Association. It’s for a mere 
$10.41 month—an amount so small that you’re not likely to 
miss anyway. And then you can speak your piece. In fact, all 
WOHA Board meetings are open to all members 
(just let us know ahead of time that you want 
to speak).

So be a good citizen of Whispering Oaks. Join 
the HOA and be a real part of what is for most of 
us, the best neighborhood we’ve ever lived in.

How D’Yu Say That?
What’s the past tense of “to lead”? “Lead”? 
Sorry, but that’s a metal. Even professionals will 
make this error. The past tense of “to lead” is “led.”

Example: “Last month, I led the company in sales.”

What’s the difference between “farther” and “further”? Most 
people will say there is none. Uh uh. “Farther” represents 
extension of space, whereas “further” represents extension 
of thought. 

Example: “As we walk farther down the road, let us discuss 
this question further.” Or this: “The farther you travel in 
Texas, the further you understand its complex culture.”

Wanna Read Sumpin’ 
Funny?

A woman is something of a kleptomaniac. Whenever she 
goes into a store, she seems always to lift something. One 
day, she’s out with her husband at the supermarket. Suddenly 
a policeman comes up and arrests her.  An hour later, she is 
standing in front of the judge, who asks her what she was 
caught stealing.

“Your honor, I stole a can of peaches.”

“And how many peaches were there in the can?”

“Your honor, I think six.”

“Okay, then, I sentence you to six days in jail.”

A guard then begins to lead her off to serve her sentence, 
when suddenly her husband blurts out,

“Your honor, your honor, she also stole a can of peas!”

Un Chiste en Español
Un hombre entra en el despacho de un abogado.

“Buenos día. Soy José García.”

“Encantado. Tome asiento, por favor. Soy el abogado de 
su esposa. Tengo para darle una noticia buena y otra mala. 
¿Cual quiere conocer primero?

“La buena.”

“Bueno. Su mujer ha conseguido unas fotos que valen varias 
miles de dólares.”

“¡Qué bien! “Y cuál es la mala noticia?

“Que las fotos son de usted con su secretaria.”

Generous Compensation Pkg.

http://www.whisperingoaks.org
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Poop!
Ya don’t want it on your lawn,

so don’t leave on others’ lawns.
And it’s the law: Dogs must be on leashes.

Real Estate Report
September - November 2020

Prepared by Jean Marie Ruffini, Resident Realtor®

Total Sales 6 Sales Price Per Sq. Foot 
Highest Price $355,000 $167
Lowest Price $225,000 $129
Median Price $298,750 $141
Average DOM 24

Currently Active 3
Highest Price  $359,000 $161
Lowest Price $299,900 $113

Pending Sales 3
Median Price $385,000 $130

San Antonio home purchases are not slowing down, as September 
ended with 3,623 total sales, a 32% increase over September 2019. 
There were 3,725 new listings in the month to accompany the 
7,107 active listings in the city.  Homes were on the market for an 
average of 53 days, just a one day increase over this time last year.  
In Bexar County, sales were up 26.5 percent (2,566 total sales) over 
September 2019 (1,986 total sales).

“The significant growth in sales, compared to last year, shows the 
housing sector as a possible factor to move the economy forward.  
We are hopeful to see a positive growth of sales for the remainder of 
the year,” said Kim Bragman, SABOR’s 2020 Chairman of the Board.

Reduce Water Use Now,
Save Money in 2021

By Mark Peterson, SAWS Gardenstyle San Antonio

Your landscape is your single biggest water user. So turning your 
irrigation system way down, or even off, is a surefire way to save 
water and lots of money.

Here’s how: SAWS sewer charges are based on your average 
winter water use. That means the less water you use from mid-
November to mid-March, the lower your monthly sewer service 
charge will be starting in March or April 2021.

I know you’re thinking your landscape needs to be watered, 
but that’s not true. Evergreen shrubs, trees and even your St. 
Augustine lawn go dormant in the fall and winter. And, of course, 
native and adapted plants seldom require supplemental water 
beyond natural rainfall.

Use the seasonal adjust on your irrigation controller. This 
reduces or adds minutes to the run time for each zone. For 
example, the normal recommendation for turf grass is 20 
minutes. Reducing the seasonal adjust to 20 percent would equal 
a run time of four minutes. We recommend zero to 15 percent 
from December through February.

Use the holiday method. Select one holiday each month 
and run your system manually with normal run times. As an 
alternative, set your system to run on your permitted watering 
day during watering restrictions and then just turn it on that day. 
Just remember to turn it off after you run it. 

If you follow either of these methods, or if there’s plenty of 
rain during the winter, you’ll help reduce next year’s sewer bill 
tremendously.

News that’s
close to home.

NEIGHBORHOOD 
NEWS Serving Neighborhoods For Over 20 Years

Discounts • Multiple AD Sizes
Ask about other newsletters in your area
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 Santa has a 
Gift for You!

Reserve your apartment in 2020  

and pay $0 RENT until  

MARCH 1st, 2021!*

FREE RENT  Gift Voucher

all us today for a tour!

Come see us...  
Happy Holidays, 
                 Santa
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